
Reading Definitions 

Antagonist 

• character in conflict with hero: a major character in a book, play, or movie whose values or 

behavior are in conflict with those of the protagonist or hero 

Connections 

• I use what I know to understand what I read 

• Text to text – It reminds me of when I read…because… 

• Text to self – It reminds me of the time I …because… 

• Text to world – It reminds me of something I heard about because… 

Inferencing 

• Questioning as I read to help me draw conclusions, make predictions and reflect on my reading.   

• When the author doesn’t answer my questions I must infer… 

o Maybe…   Perhaps… 

o I think…    It means that… 

o It could be…   I’m guessing… 

o It’s because… 

• Things to help you Infer: 

o Reread the sentences 

o Use schema 

o Use picture clues 

o Read aloud 

o Use the words in the sentence 

o Make connections 

Main Idea 

• Every story or paragraph has a main idea. 

• The main idea tells you what the story is about.   

• The main idea maybe the lesson learned or moral of a story.  

• The main idea is the most important part of a story or paragraph.  

 

Mental Images 

• All of the senses are in play when you watch a movie: 

o You can see what is on the film 

o You can hear what is happening 

o You can almost taste the food depicted 

o You can almost smell the scents in the air 

o You can feel the emotions of the characters 

• All of these senses should be in your personal movie when you read.  



Plot 

• Also called storyline. the plan, scheme, or main story of a literary or dramatic work, as a play, 

novel, or short story. Includes the problem and solution of a story. 

Predictions 

• What you think will happen in the story based on your schema. 

Protagonist 

• main character: the most important character in a novel, play, story, or other literary work 

Resolution 

• How the problem of a story is solved. 

 

Schema 

• All the things I know and have experienced make up my schema. 

Sequentially 

• To put in order of beginning to end. 

Setting 

• Where and when the story takes place. 

Story Elements 

• Commonly identified elements of a story include plot, character, setting, and theme. The plot 

usually revolves around a problem or conflict that is presented at the beginning of the story and 

resolved at the end. The ability to identify the elements of a story aids in comprehension, leads 

to a deeper understanding and appreciation of stories, and helps students learn to write stories 

of their own. 

Summary 

• A story summary tells the  

most important ideas that are  

in something that you read.  

• Usually a story summary includes: 

The main idea of the story and 

2 or 3 important supporting details 

 

 



Synthesizing 

• The language of synthesizing… 

o At first I thought…but now I’m thinking… 

o I used to think…but now I’m thinking… 

o Oh!  This changes everything… 

o Here’s what I’m thinking so far… 

o This is way different from what I thought it was going to be… 

 

 

 


